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SECRETARY UDALL ANNOUNCES CREATION OF TWO NEW WILDLIFE REFUGES,
ENLARGEMENT OF TWO OTHER PROTECTIVE AREAS

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall announced today further
strengthening of the Nation'!s wildlife resources program through establishment of
two new National Wildlife Refuges and the enlargement of two existing refuges.

The action, based upon recent authorization by the Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission, marks a new step forward in the Department's program to expand and
improve outdoor recreation opportunities to protect wildlife, Secretary Udall
said,

The two new waterfowl areas are the Anshuac National Wildlife Refuge in the
Galveston Bay area of Texas and the Delevan National Wildlife Refuge in California.
The areas made larger are the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge in New York and
the Columbia Nationsl Wildlife Refuge in central Washington. A total of 25,890
areas is involved in the four-part conservation move,

The Anahuac Refuge in Texas consists of 9,907 acres and will be of particuilar
importance to canvasback ducks, now dwindling in number, and the lesser Canads,
blue, and snow geese, It also will provide replacement for endangered wintering
habitat in that part of the coastal region.

Delevan Refuge has been created in Colusa County, California, near the town
of Delevan and 77 miles northwest of Sacramento. It contains 5,664 acres. Water-
fowl wintering habitat is the paramount need in the Pacific Flyway to meet
management requirements and to assure adequate habitat in the future in the face
of continued agricultural development, Secretary Udall said., The refuge is a
szgment of the Sacramento Valley, where about 40 percent of the Pacific Flyway's
waterfowl population winters.

The Commission authorized addition of 27 acres to the Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge in Cayuga and Seneca Counties, central New York. The refuge was
.established in 1937 and now contains 6,804 acres. The enlargement is necessary
for a planned 385-acre pool for management purposes. The Montezuma Refuge was
-established after canal and agricultursl developments threatened the habitat for
the popular black duck and other species,



The 27,861-acre Columbia National Wildlife Refuge in central Washington
has received 385 additional acres. This will round out the acquisition of an
agricultural area necessary in managing the refuge for the many species of
waterfowl using the Pacific Flyway. The refuge was estgblished in 1944.

At the same meeting the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission discussed
numerous matters of procedures and procedural changes which might be advisable to
speed up the emergency waterfowl acquisition program suthorized last year by
Congress. Under this program, Congress authorized a loan of $105 million to the
Department of the Interior for acquiring waterfowl lands., The loan covers a
seven-year period and will be repaid, beginning in 1969, from receipts from the
sale of duck stamps.
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